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1. It was expected in hirh SED circles that the National Democratic 
Party would be licensed for the Soviet Zone early in May. The same 
circles would like to see Count Heinrich von Einsiedel become leader 
of the new party; but as Einsiedel is a favorite of Colonel Tyalpanov 
LB onfe/ and is occupied as an editor of the Tagliche Rundschau, there is 
'  qdoubt as to whether he can obtain a release for such a post. The SED 
believes that Eingledel's war record and his relationship to Bismarck 
would exert a strong appeal in a campaign to extend the new party to 
25X1A other zones. (ijguigmmigg Comment: Contrary to SED expectations, the 
National Democratic Party has not yet been licensed. ) 


Re Hinsiledel is telieved to be a convinced Communist; and the entire 
leadership of the party will consist of Communists, whatever the 
rank and file may turn out to be. In Thuringia the state leader 
muy be the present chief of the Border Police, Parisius, a:former 
member of the SS who became a fighter pilot, was taken prisoner, 
and went throurh a school operated by the National Komite Freies 
Deutschland. — 


36 The offLeial view within the SED is that the foundation of the 
National Democratic Party does not constitute a rebuke for the 
[°222-—~ SED, tut is purely a tactical maneuver desipned to svlit the 
iss votes of the COU und the LIP and to save the S"D fron a clear-cut 
° defeat at the nolls. It is also intended to relieve the SPD of 
= the necessity of using nationalistic slovans which are out of 


harmony with Harxist dogma and have antagonized many old Commu- 
nists, both in Germany and in eastern Europe. 


The SED considers the most pressing task for the Volksrat to be 
the drafting of a constitution for Germany. This is not to be 
merely a copy of a constitution already draw up by the SED, but 
ig to be worked out jointly with the other parties in the Yolksrat, 
ostensibly under the guidance of Dr, Eugen Schiffer. It is hoped 
that the entire German people will take part in a constitutional 
debate. 


A third People's Congress is planned for the fall of 1948. Since 
the elections in the american Zone, the SED has lost hone for the 
success of the People's Initiative (Volxsbegehren) in the west; 


CLASSIFICATION SECBE 


stare 7f ix [Naw [x |Nsre [| AAISTRIBUTION Dolument md. 
army ff [& [AIR #\z | | [dot ee sec 


WARNING FPIOTICE: THIS DISTRIBUTION LISTING MUST BE 


EXCISED BOGik PUBLIC RELEASE OF THIS DOCUMENT, Dates 
Approved For Release 2001/04/18 : CIA- P8Z-00457R00 15000 7OC6: 


Approved For Release 2001/04/18 : ie A P| 


- CENTRAL INTSLLIGENCE ACENCY 206942 


Qe 


Franz Duhlem stated privately that the prohibition by the occupying 
powers was perhaps a blessing in disguise, affording an excuse for 


the expected failure of the campaign and an opening for vropaganda 
in the form of protests. 
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